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Introduction 
Welcome to Dalhousie University Undergraduate Medical Education’s Curriculum Map, developed by 

Faculty of Medicine clinicians, educators, and staff and hosted by CBlue. The Curriculum Map is a tool to 

explore UGME Educational Program Objectives and their connections to all curricular units contained 

within the Dalhousie four-year undergraduate medicine training program.  

Each year, faculty review and update the curriculum content and make changes to the program's 

learning objectives, assessments, and activities. These changes are updated in the map annually (at the 

end of each academic term) and aims to keep content current with everchanging research and 

standards of practise within medicine as well as keeping it fresh and engaging for our students. Users 

may explore current and previous versions of the map as far back as the 2021-2022 academic year.  

 

Logging on to CBlue  
To access the curriculum map, users can follow https://cblue.dal.ca  

All users must have Dalhousie credentials including a NetID (ex: ab123456) and password. As of 2023, 

Dalhousie requires Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA) to access all university technologies and 

platforms. If a user has not yet setup MFA, they will need to do so to access the map.  

User Permissions  
On first login, all users default to Public user permissions. This level of permissions allows user to 

navigate and explore the map on a read-only basis. Should a user like to change their permissions to 

access other functions of CBlue, like generating reports or editing, they will need to contact the Map 

Administrator, ugmemap@dal.ca, and request a user role change.  

A breakdown of the user roles and their associated permission in CBlue can be found in CBlue Roles & 

Permissions document in Additional Resources 

Curriculum Structures & Organization  
The curriculum map is organized into a four-level hierarchy of structures, each with associated 

educational objectives. Each objective is linked or “mapped” to one or more parent objective(s) in the 

structure level above. Granularity of the objectives increases as you descend the structure levels of the 

map.  

https://cblue.dal.ca/
https://www.dal.ca/dept/its/new/multi-factor-authentication.html
mailto:ugmemap@dal.ca
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A good analogy to help visualize this concept is that of nesting dolls, where smaller dolls fit into larger 

ones, usually in a specific order.  

 

When the map is updated on an annual basis, most of the changes are in level 3 and 4, Components and 

Learning Sessions respectively.  

Standard Unit Structure  

Most of the map is organized in a standard unit structure as displayed in the figure above. 

Non-Standard Unit Structures  

Some units, particularly in clerkship, do not follow the standard unit structure due the nature of the 

specific teaching activities within the unit. These units are organized in one of the following cases:   

Unit (Lvl2) Terminal  

Does not have any mapped structures beyond unit-level objectives (ie: no components or learning 

sessions) Ex: RIM  
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Component (Lvl3) Terminal  

Does not have mapped structures beyond component-level objectives (ie no learning sessions) Ex: 

Skilled Clinician 2, Ophthalmology  

 

Missing Component Level  

Does not have level 3, component structures but does not level 4, learning sessions. In these cases, the 

parent structure (ie unit-level) objectives are cloned down to act as a placeholder to maintain a overall 

consistent organization of the map. Placeholder structures are denoted by the code Cx Ex: PIER 1  
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Objective Codes  

Each map objective is given a unique code which helps in identifying and categorizing them into their 

respective structure levels and units within the map. All objective codes follow the same nomenclature 

denoted by:  

Structure Level – Abbreviated Structure Name – Unique Code Number 

Example A: C-M-5 

• C = Component level  

• M = Metabolism unit   

• 5 = Objective #5 

Example B: L-NSc-1 

• L = Learning session level 

• NSc = Neuroscience unit 

• 1 = Objective #1 

A table of abbreviated structure names can be found in the Additional Resources.  

Switching Academic Years  
Upon first login, users will be brought to the current academic year’s map. User can select to view 

previous versions of the curriculum map as far back as the 2021-2022 academic year. Should you like to 

review versions of map older than 2021, please contact the Map Administrator, ugmemap@dal.ca  

Hover the cursor over the MD [academic year] title box in the top, centre of the screen. A menu will 

appear listing the current and previous academic years. Select an academic year to load map.  

 

Navigating the Map 
The map is organized into four columns for each year of the undergraduate medicine program. Each 

column can be split into Core Units, distinct learning units that are taught over a specific period and 

Longitudinal Units, diffuse learning units taught over the course of the entire academic year. Users may 

navigate the map by selecting individual units which will then load the structure’s page. To return to the 

main academic year page, simply click on the Dalhousie University logo in the top left corner.  

mailto:ugmemap@dal.ca
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Breadcrumb Navigation   

Due to the complexity of the curriculum, it is common for users to lose their place while exploring the 

map. Users can reference the breadcrumb trail located in the top ribbon of the structure page which will 

display their current map location. Users can navigate back by clicking specific locations from the 

breadcrumb trail.  

 

Map Structure Page Setup  
Each map structure’s page is setup in a similar format with structure description and expandable menus 

containing that structure’s objectives, mapping information, and other details.  
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Unit  

 

1. Breadcrumb navigation – Displays current map location  

2. Unit description – Brief description of unit subject matter, topics, goals, and teaching delivery  

3. Higher Level Professional Competencies – This expandable container contains the listed 

Entrusted Professional Activities (EPAs) and Educational Outcomes (EOs) to which the unit-level 

objectives map to. 

4. Unit-level objectives table – This table displays the unit-level objectives (level 2, see Curriculum 

Structure & Organization) in the first column and component-level objectives (level 3) each of 

them map down to in the second. 

5. Components list – Listing of all the components within the unit  

 

1 

2
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4
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Component  

 

1. Teaching methods pie graph – Visual display of the teaching methods by hour for the specific 
component. Users can review definitions of each method in the Glossary of Teaching Methods 
document in Additional Resources  

2. Component objectives table – This table displays the component-level objectives (level 3, see 
Curriculum Structure & Organization) in the first column, session-level objectives (level 4) each 
of them map down to in the second, and unit-level objectives (level 2) each map up to  

3. Learning session list – Listing of all learning sessions within that component 
 

 

 

1

 

3
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Session  

 

1. Teaching method table – Table displaying the teaching methods in which this session will be 
taught and the corresponding duration in hours. Users can review definitions of each method in 
the Glossary of Teaching Methods document in Additional Resources 

2. Session number – Denotes the order number of the session as it happens in the component. In 
the example above, this lab is the third session that occurs in Anatomy Component.  

3. Learning session objectives table – This table displays the session-level objectives (level 4, see 
Curriculum Structure & Organization) in the first column and component-level objectives (level 
3) each of them map up to in the second 

 

Search Function  
CBlue offers a basic search tool, located in the top, right corner of the page.  

 

Input a keyword into the search bar and hit Search. Results will show everywhere that keyword appears, 

as written, in the map. Search results are organized into expandable map structure menus (ex: unit 

objectives, learning session titles, component objectives, etc.) to aid the user in finding what specifically 

they’re looking for.  
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